
Characteristics and functions of silicon
photovoltaic cells

What are the characteristics and operating principles of crystalline silicon PV cells?

This section will introduce and detail the basic characteristics and operating principles of crystalline silicon

PV cells as some considerations for designing systems using PV cells. A PV cell is essentially a large-area p-n

semiconductor junction that captures the energy from photons to create electrical energy.

 

What is a silicon based PV cell?

Here's an explanation of the typical structure of a silicon-based PV cell: Top Contact: This is the topmost layer

of the PV cell, often made of a transparent conductive material like indium tin oxide (ITO) or doped tin oxide.

 

Why are silicon solar cells a popular choice?

Silicon solar cells are the most broadly utilized of all solar cell due to their high photo-conversion

efficiencyeven as single junction photovoltaic devices. Besides,the high relative abundance of silicon drives

their preference in the PV landscape.

 

What is the primary function of a photovoltaic cell?

Its primary function is to collect the generated electronsand provide an external path for the electrical current

to flow out of the cell. The characteristics of Photovoltaic (PV) cells can be understood in the terms of

following terminologies:

 

How does a photovoltaic cell work?

The working principle of a photovoltaic (PV) cell involves the conversion of sunlight into electricitythrough

the photovoltaic effect. Here's how it works: Absorption of Sunlight: When sunlight (which consists of

photons) strikes the surface of the PV cell,it penetrates into the semiconductor material (usually silicon) of the

cell.

 

What are crystalline silicon solar cells?

Crystalline silicon solar cells are today's main photovoltaic technology,enabling the production of electricity

with minimal carbon emissions and at an unprecedented low cost. This Review discusses the recent evolution

of this technology,the present status of research and industrial development,and the near-future perspectives.

2.1 Temperature effect on the semiconductor band gap of SCs. Band gap, also known as energy gap and

energy band gap, is one of the key factors affecting loss and SCs conversion efficiency. Only photons with

energy higher than the forbidden band width can produce PV effect, which also determines the limit of the

maximum wavelength that SCs can absorb for power generation [].

The photovoltaic properties of a monocrystalline silicon solar cell were investigated under dark and various

illuminations and were modeled by MATLAB programs. According to AM1.5, the studied solar cell has an
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efficiency rate of 41-58.2% relative to industry standards. The electrical characteristics (capacitance,

current-voltage, power-voltage, ...

A photovoltaic (PV) cell, commonly known as a solar cell, is a device that directly converts light energy into

electrical energy through the photovoltaic effect. Here''s an explanation of the typical structure of a silicon ...

The phenomenal growth of the silicon photovoltaic industry over the past decade is based on many years of

technological development in silicon materials, crystal growth, solar cell device structures, and the

accompanying characterization techniques that support the materials and device advances.

3.1 Inorganic Semiconductors, Thin Films. The commercially availabe first and second generation PV cells

using semiconductor materials are mostly based on silicon (monocrystalline, polycrystalline, amorphous, thin

films) modules as well as cadmium telluride (CdTe), copper indium gallium selenide (CIGS) and gallium

arsenide (GaAs) cells whereas ...

Solar cells are the electrical devices that directly convert solar energy (sunlight) into electric energy. This

conversion is based on the principle of photovoltaic effect in which DC voltage is generated due to flow of

electric current between two layers of semiconducting materials (having opposite conductivities) upon

exposure to the sunlight [].

Silicon solar cells are the most broadly utilized of all solar cell due to their high photo-conversion efficiency

even as single junction photovoltaic devices. Besides, the high relative abundance of silicon drives their

preference in the PV landscape. Silicon has an indirect band gap of 1.12 eV, which permits the material to

absorb photons in ...

The principles governing the performance of silicon solar cells are reviewed with emphasis on clarifying the

essential concepts. Principal attention is devoted to the planar p-n junction cell and recent developments that

have contributed to increased efficiency. Other solar cell structures are also reviewed and their relative

advantages and ...
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